
 

 

 
 
 
 

Project workers contract and long hours 
 
 
 
 
Madam/Sir, 
 
 
on behalf of the worker´s council I send this information because of a recent case where two 
junior scientists were ordered to stay for long hours with at least 40 hours per week, even if 
their contract was for 10-15 h per week. 
 
This reminds of dumping of wages, exploitation of labour and unfair advantage of some 
project heads compared to the overwhelming majority of correct scientists at the medical 
university Innsbruck who pay for full positions (at least 30 hours per week) for PhD students.  
 
If you are working at the medical university for a scientific project for 30h a week for a PhD 
degree the Austrian science foundation (FWF) states that you pursue your personal studies 
and lectures 10 hours per week and therefore you can only work for 30h a week for your 
scientific project.  
Certainly you want to achieve some progress in science and perfect/excellent publications for 
your graduation or post doc.  
Working for long hours is acceptable if it is to your success even exceeding your labor 
contract, but only to a limited degree of 60h per single week and 48h/week in average of 26 
weeks. This would include all your time spent in lectures and studying.  However, when you 
are urged to stay longer or your contract is less than you are urged to work, you should 
record this extra hours.  
 
Unless you can have some days off in return you are entitled to receive extra salary for extra 
hours from the university. And the worker´s council is willing to support you with a lawyer if 
needed and requested. 
 
I suppose that most of the project heads are not requesting for more than they pay.  
If not so please feel free to contact our office at betriebsrat-1-med@i-med.ac.at. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Martin Tiefenthaler 
for the worker´s council 
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